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Agility ERP

recognized by magazine as

An annual listing of 20 companies that are at the forefront 
of providing ERP solutions and impacting the marketplace

CIOReview
T h e  N a v i g a t o r  f o r  E n t e r p r i s e  S o l u t i o n s

Developed predominantly for the manufacturing 
environment, the scope of ERP system today 
encompasses all fundamental business functions/
processes within an organization, across industries. 

Integrating disparate systems together into a comprehensive source 
that relays crucial information, ERP allows enterprises to identify 
trends, optimize systems, and streamline decision making based 
on measurable metrics. A conventional ERP leverages multiple 
components of both software and hardware to effectuate integration 
and agility to acknowledge the changes in a rapidly evolving business 
landscape.  

Today, advanced ERP software integrates different back-and 
front-end systems running separately in an organization to ensure that 
each business function relies on a unified database to store data for 
different system modules. The ease of deployment for ERP systems 
in combination with the innumerable affordable options it offers 

makes them the perfect choice for companies operating in different 
industries. A typical ERP solution gives a holistic view of the business 
operations and allows the staff to seek mission critical information 
more proactively. ERP solutions cater to a multitude of industries 
and can be differentiated based on the type of business they serve. 
To simplify and help CIOs navigate the ERP Solutions landscape, 
CIOReview presents the “20 Most Promising ERP Solution Providers 
2016”, featuring the best vendors offering technology and services in 
the ERP domain. 

A distinguished panel comprising of CEOs, CIOs, VCs, analysts 
including CIOReview editorial board has selected the top players who 
provide key technology solutions and services related to ERP Solutions.

In the process of selecting the 20 Most Promising ERP Solution 
Providers 2016, we have analyzed the companies’ offerings, core 
competency, news/press releases, client testimonials, milestones and 
other recognitions.
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As businesses strive to increase 
revenue in hyper-competitive, 
evolving markets, how they 
approach growth will be vital 

to their ultimate success. Conventional 
“big bang” approaches based on a “one 
size fits all” philosophy from legacy ERP 
vendors only add to the problem. In order 
to achieve sustainable success, companies 
must embrace change, capitalize on 
their competitive strengths and take an 
iterative and agile approach to new system 
implementations.

Based out of Westborough, MA, 
Agility ERP has cracked the code in 
how companies can rapidly deploy 
new business solutions that achieve 
sustainable competitive advantages while 
remaining flexible and able to embrace 
ongoing evolution and change. There are 
two concepts that are clearly important 
to Agility ERP and their clients. Being 
adaptive—the ability to mold the ERP 
around the unique aspects of the business, 
not the other way around. And taking 
an Iterative approach - the ability to 
implement an ERP system very quickly 
and grow over time.  

“CIOs clearly recognize the need 
to move quickly toward real-time ERP 
systems that can be fully integrated with 
their current and emerging business 
processes,” said John Fandl, Co-founder 
and VP of Agility ERP. “They generally 
don’t have the patience for the big-bang 
type approaches that are typically late, 
over budget and are not well aligned with 
the current and evolving business needs.” 

To help their clients, Agility 
ERP has standardized on a suite of 
commercial grade, enterprise open source 
technologies as core building blocks 
for building adaptive business solutions 

that are fully aligned 
with the business needs 
and expectations. 
These systems include 
Openbravo ERP, 
FrePPLe Production 
Planning, Magento 
e-commerce—and other 
web browser based 
systems which have 
common characteristics 
of modularity, extensibility and can easily 
be integrated with other systems. 

The company has been an Openbravo 
Gold partner since 2009 and is the 
leading Openbravo implementation 
partner in North America. Agility ERP 
has deployed custom ERP solutions 
in a wide variety of markets including 
ecommerce, manufacturing (discrete 
and batch), education, B2B services, and 
federal government applications. Agility 
ERP has deployed Openbravo in both 
conventional server environments and 
Amazon Web Services. Most Agility 
ERP customers prefer private cloud over 
multi-tenant SaaS due to the precision 
and control they have in managing their 
specific environment. In addition, the 
flexibility to migrate between cloud and 
premise deployments provides another 

level of control not available 
to users of multi-tenant  
SaaS systems.  

Another aspect of the 
Agility ERP approach is 
to focus on user workflows 
and prototyping very 
early in the process. “We 
sit down with the actual 
system users and have them 
walk through day-in-the-

life scenarios so we can see first-hand 
how they transact business today, what 
systems they use and where they have 
the most pressing challenges,” said Fandl. 
“Since we can customize the deployment 
to their specific needs, this prototyping 
phase is a critical step in understanding 
the needs and challenges so we can 
develop a prioritized and progressive 
implementation plan.” 

One example of an Agility ERP client 
is Quala—a multinational provider of 
B2B services for cleaning transportation 
containers. The company had grown 
through acquisitions to over 60 locations 
supported by 3 different systems and 
processes. The company standardized 
on Openbravo to replace these disparate 
systems and added new custom features 
to further differentiate in their industry. 
These innovations include a mobile 
system for tracking their customer’s 
containers and a customer-facing portal 
where these customers can see the real-
time status of their jobs at Quala.  

Jay Marcotte, Quala VP of IT 
summarizes it like this: “Working with 
Agility ERP has allowed me to greatly 
simplify our application portfolio with 
a scalable, flexible, web-based solution 
to support Quala’s innovation and  
growth strategies.” 

Agility ERP
Building Adaptive Business Solutions 
with Openbravo

If the client has their own 
vision of what they want 
to achieve, and they value 
agility and flexibility, 
what we bring in with 
OpenBravo is obvious and 
highly valued!

" John Fandl
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